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Construction of RCMP facility has officially begun 

Mayor Susan Samson, 
RCMP Inspector John Can-
tafio, and members of the 
Sylvan Lake RCMP detach-
ment pose at the official sod-
turning ceremony for the 
new RCMP facility on Mon-

day, May 25, 2009.  
Calgary-based company 

SKMG was awarded the 
contract in the amount of 
$4,350,000, which is signifi-
cantly below the original 
project budget. There were a 

total of 12 bids submitted to 
the Town of Sylvan Lake.  

The two-storey building 
will be approximately 1 654 
square metres in size and 
will be constructed in the 
Beacon Hill subdivision, 

directly south of the Full 
Gospel Church in Sylvan 
Lake. Construction for the 
building is formally under-
way and is slated to be fin-
ished in approximately 15 
months. 

THE $4.35 MILLION PROJECT IS ANTICIPATED TO BE COMPLETED IN 15 MONTHS 



Town of Sylvan Lake introduces intern 
  The Town of Sylvan Lake wel-
comes a new face on board, Mi-
chelle Neilson. 
   Neilson will be working with the 
Town for a period of one year as 
part of the Alberta Government’s 
Department of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing’s Municipal Intern-
ship Program.  
   “I am very excited and fortunate 
to be able to learn about the func-
tions of a municipality in such a 
welcoming and beautiful commu-
nity,” Neilson said.  
   Neilson has recently finished her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of Alberta. Although 
the bulk of her education was done 
in her home province, she did 
spend one year abroad. 

  “In my fourth year of university, I 
traveled to France where I studied 
at the Université Catholique de 
Lille for a year,” Neilson ex-
plained. “My time spent in Europe 
spurred a love for travel and ad-
venture, and I am thrilled to spend 
a year living and working in the 
Town of Sylvan Lake and explor-
ing the regions that surround it.” 
   The internship gives Neilson the 
opportunity to try on as many hats 
as the municipality offers by 
spending one-on-one time with an 
employee from each department.  
   “Sustainable development prac-
tices are my chief area of interest 
and I look forward to working with 
the town to understand how these 
practices are put into place.” MUNICIPAL INTERN 

Michelle Neilson 
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Alberta Environment, Depart-
ment of Fisheries and 
Oceans, Transport Canada, 
Living By Water, Alberta 
Stewardship Network, Cows 
and Fish, Kerry Wood Nature 
Center, Nature Conservancy 
of Canada and the Medicine 
River Wildlife Center. 
   “The Town of Sylvan Lake 
will also have a presence 
among these exhibitors with 
staff on hand to answer ques-
tions related to our commu-
nity,” Thompson said. 
  “Public works staff will be 
available to talk about issues 
such as our recycling pro-
gram and low-flush toilet 
rebates, while Recreation and 
Parks staff will handle ques-
tions about parks, trails, etc.” 
   Anyone who visits the 
Town of Sylvan Lake booths 
will have an opportunity to 
enter to win bikes provided 
by Castaway Source for 
Sports and Terry’s Lease 
Maintenance Ltd.  
   “We have had incredible 
support from local busi-
nesses,” Thompson said. 
“Joey’s Restaurants are pro-
viding fish for the fish fry 
that evening. They’ve been a 
huge contributor to the 
event.” 
   A fish and chips meal will 
be available at $5 per plate 
beginning at 6 pm, and enter-
tainment by local artists Ryan 
Langlois and the Boom 

Chucka Trio will follow 
shortly after.  
   “We’re hoping for an ex-
cellent turnout at this 
event,” Thompson said. 
  “As the largest municipal-
ity bordering the lake, the 
Town needs to take a leader-

ship role in protecting it.” 
   To find out more about the 
green initiatives Sylvan Lake 
participates in, visit the web-
site at www.sylvanlake.ca, 
enter live here, and click on 
Green Initiatives.  

   Environmental issues will 
be the topic of discussion on 
Friday, June 5 at the Town of 
Sylvan Lake’s inaugural En-
viro Expo. 
  The expo will be taking 
place at Railway Park Prome-
nade and will feature a vari-
ety of environmental exhibits, 
entertainment and guest 
speakers. 
   “One of our guest speakers 
is Jay White,” Myron 
Thompson, Assistant Chief 
Administrative Officer for the 
Town of Sylvan Lake said. 
“White is an Alberta scientist 
who covers topics such as 
water governance, education 
and sustainability. Residents 
will benefit from his exper-
tise on subjects that directly 
affect our community.” 
   Fourteen separate exhibi-
tors will be on-site offering 
suggestions and lessons on 
how to live an environmen-
tally aware lifestyle.  
   “The town wants to engage 
our community in simple 
action steps to promote envi-
ronmental stewardship,” 
Thompson explained. 
  “We believe this event will 
provide an opportunity to 
educate and encourage eco-
action.” 
   Exhibitors include the Syl-
van Lake Watershed Stew-
ardship Society, Red Deer 
River Watershed, Red Deer 
County, Alberta Recycling, 
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Sylvan Lake hosts first annual Enviro Expo 



Council approves Parks and Open Spaces Bylaw 

  The Sylvan Lake Town 
Council has recently 
passed a bylaw that pro-
tects parks and open 
spaces from excessive resi-
dential and maintenance 
traffic. 
   The bylaw is intended to 
regulate vehicle and off-
road traffic as well as van-
dalism, camping and pri-
vate storage of materials or 
waste in an effort to main-
tain parks and green 

spaces within the town. 
  “We need to protect our 
green spaces from unnec-
essary damage -- as well as 
to safeguard pedestrians 
from potential accidents 
with vehicles or heavy 
equipment,” Ron Lebsack, 
Director of Recreation, 
Parks and Culture said. 
  “We have seen an in-
crease of pedestrian traffic 
over the last few years and 
it is essential that we pro-

vide safe, clean and beauti-
ful areas for our residents 
to enjoy.” 
  A Permit to Access Park/
Open Space will be issued 
for residents or contractors 
who need to utilize the 
restricted areas. 
  The sites will be in-
spected before and after 
the area is utilized and the 
permit holder will be re-
sponsible for returning the 
area to its original state.  

  “We’re confident that 
residents will be pleased 
with this move as it en-
sures the beauty of the 
town they call ‘home’ as 
well as keeping green ar-
eas safe for pedestrians,” 
Lebsack said. 
  A complete copy of By-
law 1477/2008 is available 
o n l i n e  a t  h t t p : / /
w w w . t o w n . s y l v a n -
lake.ab.ca/bylaws.htm.  
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Bylaw to protect green spaces in Sylvan Lake  

Another sweet summer of Central Alberta Events 
   The Central Alberta Tourism Com-
mittee has recently launched its 2009 
Alberta Sweet 16 campaign, high-
lighting weekend events, family ac-
tivities, festivals, and rodeos in Cen-
tral Alberta. 
   “The website focuses on 16 major 
events from a collection of ten mu-
nicipalities,” Erin Peden, communica-
tions officer for the Town of Sylvan 
Lake said.  “But the site is certainly 
not limited to 16 events. Anyone 
within the Central Alberta region can 
post their events on the website 
through the user-friendly calendar. 
The more events we promote, the 
more tourists we will attract to our 
area!” 
   This year the committee has added 
a cell-phone texting campaign to their 
tourism marketing plan. By texting 
the word SWEET to 23432 the sub-
scriber becomes eligible to win a 
Central Alberta weekend get-away 
valued at $1 000. Every week updates 
will be sent to the subscriber outlin-
ing the weekend’s featured event. 

   “We’re highlighting two Sylvan 
Lake events this summer including 
Jazz at the Lake and Shake the Lake.” 
Peden said. 
  “These two festivals are family-
friendly and attract a broad range of 
people to our community. We’re hop-
ing the site and the promotion of 
these events 
will contribute 
to the number of 
people who visit 
our beautiful 
town.”  
   According to 
Dean Schweder, 
Chair of the 
Central Alberta 
Tourism Com-
mittee, it is im-
portant to re-
main focused on 
being competi-
tive within the 
tourism indus-
try. 
  “Tourism is 

the fourth largest industry in Alberta 
and generates over $5 billion in reve-
nues each year,” Schweder said. 
  “Therefore, it is crucial that we con-
tinue to send the message that our 
area is a wonderful tourism destina-
tion.” 



Sylvan Lake Town Council sets 2009 mill rate 
  The Sylvan Lake Town Council 
passed a bylaw to establish the mill 
rate for 2009 at the regular meeting last 
night. Property values remain strong in 
Sylvan Lake with taxable assessment 
increasing over $167 million from the 
previous year. 
  In 2009, the residential mill rate drops 
to 7.097 from 7.184 the previous year. 
The 2009 non-residential (commercial) 
mill rate sits at 12.177 – a decrease 
from the 2008 rate of 13.249. 
  “Sylvan Lake is a great place to own 
a home”, Director of Finance, Darren 
Moore said. “Assessment values in the 
Town of Sylvan Lake have remained 
strong in comparison to other commu-
nities across the province” 
  For 2009, the Town of Sylvan Lake 
requires $630,000 more municipal tax 
dollars to operate; an increase of 6.8 
per cent over the previous year. Most 
of this additional tax revenue, 4.5 per 
cent comes from new construction, 

with the remainder, 2.3 per cent com-
ing from existing businesses’ and 
home owners.   
  Depending on the area of Town, rate-
payers will see increases ranging from 
1 per cent to 6 per cent on average. 
Areas such as Fox Run, Lakeway 
Landing, and Marina Bay continue to 
see the strongest value increases com-
pared to other areas of Town. Areas 
such as Lakeview, Pierview, and Cen-
tral will actually see their property 
\taxes decrease by 3 per cent on aver-
age.  
  New for 2009, taxpayers in the Town 
of Sylvan Lake will see a separate levy 
on their tax notices used to fund the 
operations of the Sylvan Lake Munici-
pal Library. Council approved the total 
levy for 2009 at $350,000.  
  Assessment notices will go out on 
May 29 with taxes being due on July 
31, 2009 with the exception of those 
set up on the monthly installment plan. 

 Assessed 
2008 

Taxes 
2008 

Assessed 
2009 

Taxes 
2009 

Assess 
Increase 

% Tax 
Increase 

% 

Lakeview       
283,044  2,033.39 

     
276,852  1,964.82 

      
(6,192)       (0.02) 

       
(68.57) 

        
(0.03) 

Points West Resort       
103,602     744.28 

     
118,195     838.83      14,593 0.14 

        
94.55 

       
0.13 

Central       
271,628  1,951.38 

     
265,692  1,885.62 

      
(5,936)       (0.02) 

       
(65.76) 

      
(0.03) 

Pierview       
339,729  2,440.61 

     
332,817  2,362.00 

      
(6,912)       (0.02) 

       
(78.61) 

      
(0.03) 

Willow Springs/ 
Hewlett Park 

      
315,392  2,265.78 

     
311,305  2,209.33 

      
(4,087)       (0.01) 

       
(56.44) 

      
(0.02) 

Fox Run       
342,712  2,462.04 

     
366,813  2,603.27      24,101  0.07 

      
141.23 

       
0.06 

Cottage Area 
(Non-Water) 

      
342,618  2,461.37 

     
346,729  2,460.74        4,111    0.01 

        
(0.63) 

      
(0.00) 

Marina Bay       
700,324  5,031.13 

     
754,573  5,355.20      54,249    0.08 

      
324.08 

       
0.06 

Downtown  
Commercial 

      
599,519  7,943.03 

     
659,470  8,030.37      59,951    0.10 

        
87.34 

       
0.01 

Industrial Park       
478,155  6,335.08 

     
525,970  6,404.74      47,815    0.10 

        
69.66 

       
0.01 

Mill Rates 2008 2009 

Municipal Res 4.890 4.564 

Municipal Non-Res 9.400 8.777 

School Res 2.038 2.114 

School Non-Res 3.593 2.981 

Lodge 0.140 0.129 

Recreation 0.116 0.106 

Library — 0.184 

Total Residential 7.184 7.097 

Total Non-Res 13.249 12.177 

Property Taxes for 2009  

Mill Rates for 2009  

Page 5 A Town for all Seasons 



All Town for all Seasons  Page 6 



Page 7 A Town for all Seasons 



All Town for all Seasons  Page 8 


