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 POLICY 
 
 

 
POLICY TITLE:  Herbicide Spraying Policy  
 
POLICY #:    R-003-002  
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:   April 25, 2005 
 
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL ON:   April 25, 2005 
 
RESOLUTION #:   128.04.05; 115.04.06 
 
SUPERCEDES:   7603  
 
 
POLICY STATEMENT: 
  
Provide the Town of Sylvan Lake with guidelines to effectively control and eliminate weed 
growth within Town owned properties, where possible initiatives such as turf maintenance 
programs will be employed as an alternative to the application of herbicide.  Standards of 
practice for herbicide application on sprayed areas will continue to meet or exceed all Federal 
and Provincial requirements.  
 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY IS TO: 
  
Provide responsibility for controlling and eliminating undesirable weeds in parks and green 
space which will improve the general aesthetic appearance of the Town.  
 
BENEFITS: 
 
To establish guidelines and standards for the provision of weed control that will be cost 
effective, consistent, and not have adverse environmental effects.  
 
Provide direction to the Recreation and Parks Department as to the required standards and 
methods of control to be utilized that will improve the quality and aesthetics of turf areas, 
maintain public safety and minimize public inconvenience.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Recreation and Parks Department is responsible for the control and elimination of 
undesirable weeds within Town owned green spaces that is approximately 55 hectares in 
size.  
 
Annual weed spraying programs will be based on need and will be determined by site 
inspections at the end of the growing season of each year. This determination will ensure 
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adequate and accurate human and financial resources that can be provided to maximize 
efficiencies.  
 
Town owned parks and sports fields that are to be sprayed are indicated in green on attached 
map.  
 
STANDARDS: 
 
Under normal weather conditions all areas of included in the weed control program will be 
sprayed by June 15th of each year for spring application or September 15th for fall application.  
 
The weed control program will be carried out either by Recreational Parks Department staff or 
by contracted forces and will be at the discretion of the Director of Recreation and Parks; any 
person(s) carrying out this function and utilizing herbicide must have the required pesticide 
applicators certification.  
 
Chemicals used for weed control that are acceptable must be approved by the Recreation 
and Parks Foreman.  
 
Prior to handling chemicals the M.S.D.S. must be read, understood and precautions followed.  
 
Weed control chemicals to be used will follow the Alberta Environment Standards and 
regulations this includes but does not limit the following:  
 

I. Weed control personnel must not let chemicals come in contact with any 
person(s), animal or domestic plant when the possibility exists, weed control 
operation must cease in that particular area.  

 
II. Weed control operations will cease in windy conditions. 
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PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: 
 
Citizens are informed of all herbicide applications on property using signs, community bulletin 
boards, Town of Sylvan Lake website, and media.  
 
Town of Sylvan Lake Recreation & Parks Department will place sandwich boards in each 
neighbourhood 1 day prior to the herbicide spraying, and the sandwich boards will include the 
anticipated day and time in which herbicide spraying will take place. 
 
 
CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
The contractor must notify the Recreation and Parks Foreman when spraying will commence.  
 
The contractor must be a licensed applicator (Industrial). 
 
The contractor must provide The Town of Sylvan Lake with certification of insurance liability.  
 
Water should be supplied by the contractor. 
 
Must use a quad or all terrain vehicle except when spraying right of ways where a larger 
vehicle can be used.   All spraying vehicles / equipment must be equipped with a sound 
emitting device that will function while herbicide spraying is taking place. 
 
Contractor must have a current business license with the Town of Sylvan Lake.  
 
 
 
 
 


